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few days of plenty, would be resigned to wait, but the captains
insisted that they should leave as soon as possible. The
ships were rotting from the rains. An occasional lucky
foraging raid did not constitute a food supply, and mean-
while they were tired of eating mouldy biscuit. Why not go
and refit and then return?

The Governor begged them to be patient for a fortnight
more and see whether Idalcan went first. As for the privations
this entailed, if he did not mind them, why should they?
A remark which apparently remained unanswered. But
Albuquerque saw that he could ask no more of his sub-
ordinates, and promised to leave when the bar was safe.
So it was the whole fleet that sailed on the I5th of August.
Idalcan watched them go with infinite relief. He left Goa
himself immediately, and the Goanese celebrated their joy
at his departure by murdering the officers who still remained.

Albuquerque heard of this from Timoja, who presently
joined him at Anjadiva, bringing a boatload of cows, sheep,
and chickens, and another one of rice. Timoja had left
Goa two days before the Portuguese, but he had his own
mysterious sources of information. Not much occurred along
that coast of which Timoja did not hear.

Timoja was not the only person whom Albuquerque met
at Anjadiva. Before reaching that island, to everyone's
surprise, they sighted four ships of Portugal. It was too
early for the usual pepper fleet, but this was a squadron
commanded by Diogo Mendes de Vasconcelos on his way to
Malacca.

It may be remembered that Diogo Lopes de Sequeira
had sailed the previous year to discover that far-off realm
of fabled wealth and that the Viceroy had compelled most of
Albuquerque's partisans to go with him. Diogo Lopes found
Malacca quite successfully, but his visit proved unfortunate.
Owing to Moslem intrigue, hostilities had broken out and
Diogo Lopes had been obliged to leave behind some sixty
men prisoners in the hands of the Malays.

He cannot have reached Portugal before the summer of